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 Introduction

• Databases being a collection of organized 
information that can easily be accessed, 
managed and updated

• Ethnomycology inquiring into the cultural, 
ceremonial, and medicinal uses of mushrooms, 
besides their consumption as food  

• The ethnodatabase having as aim to document 
mushroom species used by the communities in 
tropical Africa as food, medicine, cultural and 
mythological etc.
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 Why Mushroom for Databasing?

• As food, as tonic, as medicine; the entire 
creation being precious

Introduction

Pleurotus flabellatus
Edible and medicinal mushroom

Auricularia auricula
Edible and medicinal mushroom
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Introduction
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 More Uses of Mushrooms

• Traditional medical uses
• e.g. Ganoderma applanatum as immune 

booster
• Daldinia concentrica use to treat scars and 

skin disease, and for decoration

• Cultural uses
• As good omen e.g. Termitomyces sp. Use 

with alligator pepper to dispel evil spirits 
and to treat rheumatic pain

• Sclerotia of Pleurotus tuberregium to treat 
leg poisoning and to prevent children from 
being initiated by mermaids (‘Leingu’)

• Hallucinations, e.g. Chlorophyllum
molybides

Introduction
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 Other Uses of Mushrooms

• Apart from being used as food and medicine

• Mycorrhizal association  

• Decomposition of dead organic matter 

• Mycoremediation and biological control

Introduction
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 The Ethnodatabase CollaboratorsDatabase 
Collaboration

Dr. Joyce Jefwa
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 Main Project, Subprojects and DescriptorsPresentation 
of Database
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 DescriptionsThe database
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 Descriptor – Data set establishing agentThe database
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 Descriptor – Genus nameThe database
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 Descriptor – Family nameThe database
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 Descriptor – BiomeThe database
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 Descriptor – Usage categoryThe database
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 Optionally: Excel Sheets for Alternative 
Data Import

Presentation 
of Database
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Presentation 
of Database

 Optionally: Excel Sheets for Alternative 
Data Import
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Conclusion  Conclusion

• As of October 2021, database 
containing about 700 species 

• Database being important to 
mycologists, communities, natural 
product chemists and many others
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 Perspectives

• Continue adding more species into the database

• Update existing species in the database

• Update descriptors in the database

• Monthly meetings with collaborators

• Publish results from database in a database 
journal

Perspectives
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