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GBIF Introduction



What is GBIF? 
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GBIF—the Global Biodiversity Information Facility—is an 

international network and data infrastructure funded by the 

world's governments and aimed at providing anyone, anywhere, 

open access to data about all types of life on Earth.



GBIF Mission
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To mobilize the data, skills and technologies needed to make 

comprehensive biodiversity information freely available for 

science and decisions addressing biodiversity loss and 

sustainable development.



GBIF Background and History
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• GBIF started in 2001

• Recommended by OECD member states as global infrastructure

• Started by datasets with occurrence data

• Occurrence means the evidence of the occurrence of a species (or 

other taxon) at a particular place on a specified date.

• Occurrence datasets make up the core of data published through 

GBIF.org

• (now 3 other classes of datasets provided)



BY The Numbers | 30 Sept 2022 
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https://www.gbif.org/document/81771/gbif-overview-powerpoint-slides
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GBIF Backbone Taxonomy
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Data from the GBIF Network 30 Sept 2022
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https://www.gbif.org/document/81771/gbif-overview-powerpoint-slides
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GBIF NETWORK Of DATA PUBLISHING INSTITUTIONS 30 Sept 2022
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https://www.gbif.org/document/81771/gbif-overview-powerpoint-slides
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GBIF national nodes and data publisher
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• GBIF Node Kenya, activities (10 min) 

• GBIF Node Germany, activities (10 min) 

• National participants, that means countries, 
are establishing so-called nodes which are
coordinating national tasks

 e.g. endorse data publishers


